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City socked with suits 
over iead poisoning 
By Cecity Burt 
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By Cecity Burt 
STAFF WRITER 

OAKLAND — Two $10 million 

aSlTu 'I« f 
J ?nd3y on behaJf of a 

P2Ht °y whose b!°od alle
ged^, became contaminated with 
lead from \erdese Carer Park, site 
of a former battery factory. 

The claims also allege that Tvree 

Hall has surfered emotional distress 

and many bad symptoms, including 

vomicing, nosebleeds, learning dis* 

bibnes, fear of developing ?ahcer 

and other health problems. 

T °ne lT]airu was on behalf of 
Tjree, the other on behalf of his 
mother Sheila Hall, The citv ac. 
no,nh han^ Carter Park could 
not be reached for comment. 

The Hails used to live across the 
street from the three-acre Elmhurst 
district park, a_thriving battery fac-
have U jN,"ei^hbors" Jong 

UfeICed toxic comaminant| 
remained after the lot was paved 

piS hi Ph!anted^th *ra£s- The 
£ fhas, been Shut down many 
times to clean out contaminated soil 
or rock, 

But several of the tidv yards cur-' 3r£? ^ c°«va£d.. 
wuh extremely high levels of lead' 
tmd nothing has been done to clean" 
JSSdup'federa! offkials ^ 

Sheila Hall .said Wednesday that" 
years ago her son started 

having nosebleeds and frequemlv-
threw up -like he had cancer ' 
Doctor have not. been able to dron 
his blood-lead level below 14. . 

9n,T£e Centers for Disease Control 

Ijshed^rf"1'0^ ^ Adarra h;is «tafc-

concern ^ bicod';"d 

Michael Cohen, the Halls' Oak
land attorney, said the citv has 45 
days to respond to the claims. .After-' 
?tJ f°™a! lawsuit can be filed 
He siud sio million did not seem 

Halis^suffering" C°mpared t0 che' 

put a park where there used to be a 
battery factory," he said. "For ar 
child to come in to the world and be' 
contaminated to the point of bavin"" 
senous illness, or br^ damagS 
hard to imagine anything worse." ' 


